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dangers now emanating from tehran and 
those fueled by Moscow during the Soviet 
era. Iran’s regime is also based on a radical, 
all-encompassing and discredited ideology, 
and projects an aggressive, destabilizing 
international posture while suppressing the 
will of its own citizens. The good news may 
be that, like the totalitarian ideology before 
it, the extremist fundamentalism of the Ira-
nian mullahs could best be attacked by the 
power of an idea called freedom. 

There is currently no shortage of high- 
level American attention to Iran. My former 
colleagues in Congress are working to im-
pose tougher economic pressure and bans on 
investment in iran, while the Bush adminis-
tration is working to marshal stronger inter-
national will to enforce the sanctions. 

But the other part of the Iran equation 
must be to encourage the kind of peaceful 
revolution inside Iran that not only Ameri-
cans desire, but that a majority of the ira-
nian people themselves want. 

Military intervention is not a viable op-
tion. ‘‘Engagement’’ may seem like an ap-
pealing alternative. But the diplomatic his-
tory of the past 30 years provides a chronicle 
of successive setbacks suffered by the West 
while the regime continued its relentless 
march toward nuclearization while 
bankrolling terrorists and expanding its 
power and reach. 

Current efforts at ‘‘engagement’’ have done 
nothing to advance the cause of freedom in-
side Iran. The regime has recently resorted 
to a crackdown on internal dissent and per-
sonal freedom, targeting everything from 
community organizations to the nation’s 
burgeoning private banking system—pillars 
of civil society and a free market economy. 
Visiting Iranian-American scholars are de-
tained on absurd, trumped-up charges and 
made to ‘‘confess’’ their ‘‘crimes’’ on tele-
vision. 

Like the captive peoples of the Soviet em-
pire a generation ago, today’s Iranians are 
receptive to ideas that challenge the ruling 
orthodoxy. Indeed, the popularity of America 
in Iran seems to rise the more the regime de-
monizes us. 

One of the best assets working for reform 
is demographics—nearly 70 percent of Iran’s 
68 million citizens are under the age of 30. 
They are impatient for change, and they are 
the future. 

America and our partners should work 
with and empower freedom-loving elements 
within Iran and among the Iranian Diaspora, 
broadcasting messages of democracy and 
providing support, moral and otherwise, to 
the brave dissidents. While we must avoid 
doing this with a heavy hand, lest our efforts 
backfire, there are ways we can help level 
the playing field and give the opposition a 
fighting chance. 

Supporting the democratic opposition 
holds great promise for promoting the cause 
of freedom and democracy in iran, particu-
larly the group feared most by the regime: 
the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MEK), for decades 
demonized by the regime for its efforts to en-
courage ‘‘soft’’ revolution. 

Never has the old adage, ‘‘the enemy of my 
enemy is my friend,’’ been more true than in 
the case of the MEK, whose members resid-
ing in Ashraf City, Iraq, are protected per-
sons under the Geneva Convention. But, in a 
stark example of failed ‘‘engagement,’’ the 
organization was placed on the list of foreign 
terrorist organizations by the Clinton ad-
ministration as a way of placating the so- 
called ‘‘moderates’’ in Iran. 

Attracting world attention in 2002, the 
MEK first revealed the existence of Iran’s se-
cret nuclear facility at Natanz. Today it is 
providing useful intelligence that is saving 
the lives of Coalition soldiers in Iraq. Thus, 
it comes as no surprise that the regime is 

eager to use the next round of ‘‘engagement’’ 
with American officials to further isolate the 
MEK, as part of iran’s certain-to-be- 
unfulfilled pledge to reduce its influence in 
Iraq. 

Two of my former congressional col-
leagues, Reps. Tom Tancredo (R–Colo.) and 
Bob Filner (D–Calif.), are leading a bipar-
tisan effort to urge the State Department to 
remove the MEK from the terrorist list, 
where it was wrongly included in the first 
place. 

Removing the MEK from the list rep-
resents one concrete step we could take to 
help the Iranian people forward on the long 
road to achieving freedom and real democ-
racy in their country. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 30, 2007 

Ms. CARSON. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, July 25, 2007, I was unable to 
vote on Roll #716, 717, 718 and 719. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YES on 
each of these measures. 
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FARM, NUTRITION, AND 
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 27, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide 
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in strong support of H.R. 2419, the Farm Bill 
Extension Act of 2007. The House Agriculture 
Committee has produced a comprehensive 
farm bill that represents true reform. Not only 
is the focus on getting vital benefits to family 
farmers and investing in America’s producers; 
but it aims at stimulating rural economies, and 
securing renewable energy resources. 

Chairman PETERSON has constructed an 
outstanding House Farm bill of which my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle can be 
proud. H.R. 2419 protects family farmers and 
agriculture in America in a fiscally responsible 
way, and provides the freedom and the sup-
port that farmers need to compete and suc-
ceed at the business they know best—pro-
viding food, fiber and fuel for all Americans. 

Furthermore, the 2007 Farm Bill addresses 
many of my grave concerns about improved 
access to socially disadvantaged, and more 
specifically black farmers by providing Manda-
tory funding of the 2501 Socially Disadvan-
taged Farmers and Ranchers Outreach Pro-
gram. Allowing deserving claimants in Pigford 
v. Glickman an opportunity to have their cases 
heard with a fund created to redress civil 
rights abuses against Black Farmers is an im-
portant step to providing justice to these fami-
lies. 

This bill further makes major and timely re-
forms to the nutrition title, especially the Food 

Stamp program which increases and indexes 
benefits for the 26 million Americans that par-
ticipate in this program each month. The 
House Agriculture Committee has also taken 
into consideration the need for expanding sen-
ior farmer markets and school snack pro-
grams, so that our elderly and youth have ac-
cess to the proper amounts of fruits and vege-
tables to lead healthier lives. 

Mr. Chairman, I encourage passage of H.R. 
2419 that will both extend and reform our na-
tion’s farm and nutrition programs into 2012. It 
is a well balanced approach to maintaining the 
gains we have made in prior legislation, and 
makes the necessary improvements to lead us 
into the future. 
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FARM, NUTRITION, AND 
BIOENERGY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 27, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2419) to provide 
for the continuation of agricultural pro-
grams through fiscal year 2012, and for other 
pruposes: 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Chairman, 
today I rise in strong support of H.R. 2419, the 
Farm, Nutrition and Bioenergy Act of 2007, 
which would make historic investments in con-
servation, nutrition and renewable energy 
while maintaining a strong safety net for Amer-
ica’s farmers and ranchers. 

For the first time, this Farm Bill cracks down 
on farm subsidies and would redirect more 
than a half billion dollars to working family 
farmers and ranchers. The legislation would 
provide $4.6 billion in funding for important 
conservation programs, which includes the En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), Farm Ranch Lands Protection Pro-
gram (FRPP), and the Wildlife Habitat Incen-
tives Program (WHIP). As a member of the 
House Select Committee on Energy Independ-
ence and Global Warming, I am pleased that 
this bill would provide $3.2 billion in funding 
for renewable energy research, development 
and production in rural America. This will ex-
pand the role of U.S. agriculture in our move-
ment to greater energy independence. 

In addition, this Farm Bill would provide 
more than $1.5 billion in critical funding for 
specialty crop and organic growers in the 
United States. Under this bill, $365 million in 
mandatory funding would expand the specialty 
crop block grant program. The block grants 
are provided to states, including Connecticut, 
to support projects in research, marketing, 
education, pest and disease management, 
production, and food safety. The legislation 
would also increase and expand the Fresh 
Fruit and Vegetable Snack Program to schools 
in all 50 States, which will continue to encour-
age healthy diets to our Nation’s children. 
More than 11,000 dairy farmers in the North-
east will benefit from the extension of the Milk 
Income Loss Contract (MILC) program in the 
bill. 

Hunger in America is a reality for more than 
11 percent of households. To this end, the 
legislation would make a long overdue funding 
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